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NEWS AND COMMENTS 

In October the directors of the mint issued the new "pilgrim half 
dollars" bearing on one side the head of a typical pilgrim and on the 
reverse a view of the Mayflower. These coins are to be obtained from 
banks throughout the country. 

The archaeology of Sheboygan county is the topic of the August, 
1920, issue of the Wisconsin archaeologist. The report was prepared 
by Alphonse Gerend, M.D. 

Members of the department of history of the University of Chicago 
have issued a new edition of the Manual for the study of European 
history (Chicago: University of Chicago press, 1920. 51 p. $.78), 
covering a period from the fall of the Roman empire to the world war. 

The palimpsest for October, 1920, maintains the reputation established 
by the first three numbers of this little magazine. The editor, John C. 
Parish, contributes an account of Father Mazzuchelli, and, in the "Mo- 
saic" which closes the number, tells what is known of Clinton Park- 
hurst, whose "Pew martial memories" forms the chief body article. 

The Jackson number of the Southern historical society papers (new 
series, number 5, September, 1920) contains two long articles, one by 
Captain James Power Smith entitled "With Stonewall Jackson," the 
other by Lieutenant Colonel "William Allan on "Jackson's valley cam- 
paign. ' ' 

Walter Lippmann's Liberty and the news (New York: Harcourt, 
Brace and Howe, 1920. 104 p.) contains two essays which appeared 
first in the Atlantic monthly, and an introductory essay called "Jour- 
nalism and the higher law." The danger to democracy from a self- 
appointed arbiter of thought, namely the newspaper, is emphasized. 
Incidentally these essays make some suggestions as to the value of 
newspapers as source material for historians. 

C. B. Galbreath's "Lafayette's visit to Ohio valley states" and a 
number of contemporaneous "Tributes to Lafayette" form the major 
portion of the July, 1920, number of the Ohio archaeological and histori- 
cal quarterly. Short sketches of the new executive mansion at Colum- 
bus and the manner of its acquisition by the state, and of the Ohio 
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buckeye complete the issue except for reviews, notes, and comments by 
the editor. 

The June, 1920, issue of the Indiana magazine of history has a bio- 
graphical sketch, by Martha Turner Morris, of Christopher Harrison, a 
mysogynist Marylander who went to Indiana in the early part of the 
nineteenth century, there to become somewhat prominent in the public 
life of the community. The concluding installment of Charles E. 
Ganup's "Temperance movement in Indiana" carries the tale from 
the seventies to the present day, and Elmore Barce begins an account 
of "The savage allies of the northwest" by a "general view of the 
tribes." 

A bibliography on the Kensington rune stone is found in the October, 
1920, issue of the Catholic historical review. This bibliography was pre- 
pared by the Reverend Francis J. Schaefer, D.D., of St. Paul, Minne- 
sota, who contributes also a note summarizing the investigations and 
accounts of this famous stone. Of general interest is the leading article 
by the Reverend William Henry Kent, O.S.C., on "Catholic truth and 
historical truth," a discussion of an article with the same title written 
by Mr. C. C. Coulton, which appeared a few years ago in the Contem- 
porary review. 

The Southwestern historical quarterly for October, 1920, contains a 
continuation of A. K. Christian's biography of Mirabeau Buonaparte 
Lamar, an article on "The Hayes administration and Mexico," and the 
twelfth installment of the "Minutes of the Ayuntamiento of San Felipe 
de Austin, 1828-1831," which is edited by Professor Eugene C. Barker. 
Mr. Lewis' article has a peculiar interest in view of the fact that during 
the Hayes administration the United States and Mexico were upon the 
verge of war, and many of the factors now complicating relations be- 
tween the two countries find a counterpart in the late seventies. 

The Chicago historical society commemorates "Gold star honor year" 
in its Annual report for the year ending October 31, 1919, by publish- 
ing brief biographical sketches and portraits of ' ' Gold star sons of mem- 
bers of the Chicago historical society. ' ' Accessions to the library during 
the year include several manuscripts, among which may be noted "an 
exceedingly interesting group of political and war letters from Grant, 
Greeley, Logan, Trumbull, Yates, and others," the gift of Dr. 0. L. 
Schmidt. 

The Publications of the State historical society of Wisconsin, edited by 
Milo M. Quaife (Madison, 1920), has, in addition to routine material, an 
account of the work accomplished and under way by the research and 
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publication divisions. The latter calls attention to the progress made in 
bringing out the constitutional series, and announces a "comprehen- 
sive history of early Wisconsin during the French, British, and early 
American regimes," now in preparation by Miss Kellogg. The Wiscon- 
sin war history drive is described, and the report of the legislative sur- 
vey of the society, made in the spring of 1919, is printed in full. 

In addition to articles strictly in the field of Latin- American history, 
the Hispanic American historical review for August, 1920, has two fea- 
tures of a more general character in William Wheatley Pearson, Jr.'s, 
"Alberdi's views on the Monroe doctrine" and Edward Perry's note 
on "Central America and the Monroe doctrine." The bibliographical 
section contains the first part of "Hispanic American bibliographies," 
compiled by C. K. Jones, and a critical account of "The press of Mex- 
ico," by Walter P. McCaleb. The latter points out that prior to the 
Diaz regime Mexico contained "no press ... in the true sense of 
the word," and proceeds to examine the characteristics of newspapers 
which have played a part in Mexican affairs down to the present day. 

On October 15 and 16, 1920, the Ohio valley historical association held 
its thirteenth annual session jointly with the Ohio history teachers' as- 
sociation at Columbus. Two numbers of the varied program of the first 
session dealt with "New England influences on Ohio's public school 
system," by E. A. Miller, and "Educational beginnings in West Vir- 
ginia," by J. M. Callahan. The second session was devoted entirely to 
different aspects of history teaching, while in the last session were given 
Professor K. S. Latourette's presidential address on "A history teach- 
er's confession of faith," and W. H. Siebert's presidential paper en- 
titled "The future of the Ohio valley historical association." 

The Bulletin des recherches historiques for July and August, 1920, 
contains, in two installments, M. de Bourlamaque's "Memoire sur le 
Canada," a document preserved in the provincial archives of Quebec. 
The memorial was transmitted to the ministry of marine at Paris in 
1762, having been prepared by the writer, who had been one of the 
"principal lieutenants of the marquis of Montcalm in the war of 1755 
to 1760," after his return to Europe. A penetrating analysis of the 
economic, military, and political policy of Prance in the new world 
is concisely put for the possible guidance of the home government. The 
August number also contains a sketch of "Le general Moreau et la 
guerre de 1812." The September issue of this publication has an arti- 
cle on "Les families de nos gouverneurs francais," as well as a copy of 
a letter from the intendant Duchesneau to the marquis of Seignelay, son 
of Colbert, dated November 13, 1681. 
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In the Proceedings of the American antiquarian society at the annual 
meeting held in Worcester, October 15, 1919, there is an article by Fred- 
erick J. Turner on "Greater New England in the middle of the nine- 
teenth century." "Greater New England" includes all parts of the 
United States into which New Englanders have carried their customs 
and ideals; furthermore, by establishing western contacts, "lesser" New 
England was itself broadened and deprovincialized. "She gained her 
life by losing it." Barrett Wendell's "A gentlewoman of Boston, 1742- 
1805, " is a lively account of Catherine Wendell, largely based upon her 
letters. George H. Haynes contributes a discussion of "The concilia- 
tory proposition in the Massachusetts convention of 1788." 

"Past and present trade routes to the Canadian northwest," an arti- 
cle by Frederick J. Alcock, member of the geological survey of Canada, 
in the August, 1920, number of the Geographical review, contains much 
of interest to those dealing with the northwest of the United States as well 
as to those concerned with Canadian development. A sketch of trade 
routes of past times is combined with a description of present conditions 
in the region under consideration. Reference is made to penetration 
of the upper Mississippi valley by fur traders and others, and some 
account, in so far as the scope of the article demands, is given of routes 
as far south as the Missouri river. There are numerous illustrations 
which add to the attractiveness of the study. 

In the issue of the Virginia magazine of history and biography for 
January, 1920, there is printed a series of declarations, adopted at a 
"General meeting of the freeholders of the county of Mecklenburg on 
the 29th day of July, 1774, ' ' expressing views on the right of the crown 
to levy taxes in America. The document was found among the papers 
of Colonel Robert Burton of Granville county, North Carolina. Colonel 
Burton was one of the persons interested in the Transylvania land com- 
pany and in 1775-1776 he visited Boonesborough and the Kentucky 
lands purchased from the Cherokee. The other items in the number are, 
for the most part, Virginian, but several of the documents reprinted are 
of value to the student of colonial history in general. 

One hundred years of statehood are celebrated in the "Missouri cen- 
tennial number" of the Missouri historical review (October, 1920). The 
table of contents indicates the wide range of subjects : ' ' The travail of 
Missouri for statehood," by Walter B. Stevens; "Missouri in 1820," by 
Jonas Vilas ; " A century of journalism in Missouri, " by W. V. Byars ; 
"A century of literature," by Alexander Nicolas Demenil; "A century 
of transportation in Missouri," by Edward J. White; "Labor and in- 
dustry in Missouri during the last century," by Lee Meriwether; "So- 
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cial customs and usages in Missouri during the last century," by Mary 
Celia Owen; and "Social reform in Missouri during the last century," 
by George B. Mangold. A vast deal of information interesting to both 
the student of Mississippi valley history and the general reader is packed 
into this portly number, which is to be followed by another (January, 
1921) with the rest of the centennial articles. 

The Year book of the Louisiana society Sons of the American revolu- 
tion for 1919-1920 (New Orleans, 1920) contains, in addition to the cus- 
tomary summary of the society's activities during the year, list of mem- 
bers, et cetera, much interesting material of a more general nature than 
one expects to discover in such a publication. A report of the progress 
made in research, begun by the society a year ago, in the history of 
Louisiana during the governorship of Don Bernado de Galvez, includes 
a selection from Gayarre's History of Louisiana. Copies of several 
documents from the general Indian archives at Seville afford new avail- 
able material for Louisiana history. Translations of Spanish records 
bearing on the capture of Mobile in 1780, obtained by Miss Ysabel Pearl 
of the Electric appliance company, are useful. Furthermore, full re- 
productions of reports from Miss Irene Wright relating to her investi- 
gations at Seville not only add to information on revolutionary Louisiana 
but give evidence of the wealth of material still to be obtained from the 
archives of Spain. 

The Smith college studies in history, edited by John Spencer Bassett 
and Sidney Bradshaw Fay, recently added to the list of exchanges of 
the Mississippi Valley Historical Review, brings out in the fourth 
number of volume v (July, 1920), a thesis by Edith Anna Bailey 
entitled "Influences toward radicalism in Connecticut, 1754-1775." The 
theme of this study is the Susquehanna colony and the forces in Con- 
necticut which led to the formation of a company of adventurers and 
colonizers for the purpose of penetrating and settling the wilds of 
Pennsylvania. As an illustration of Professor Turner's view of the 
ever-advancing wave of pioneers pushed on both by an inward urge and 
by conditions in the more settled community, this paper deserves a place 
in the literature of westward expansion. In it are brought out not only 
the actual facts about the attempted colony, but also the underlying re- 
ligious, economic, and political radicalism, tinged with imperialism, surg- 
ing in certain portions of the "land of steady habits." The clash of 
colonial expansionism and British policy, which formed one of the mov- 
ing causes of the American revolution, is likewise portrayed. 

In The writing of history: an introduction to historical method (New 
Haven: Yale university press, 1920. 195 p. $2.00), Professor Fred 
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M. Fling has produced a book "for college students who are beginning 
their studies in historical research, for teachers of history who have had 
no critical historical training, and for students of history who are hop- 
ing to find in private study some compensation for opportunities not en- 
joyed in college. ' ' One might add that the work will not be out of place 
upon the shelves of those who have had somewhat wider experience in 
handling historical materials. The successive chapters deal with the 
choice of a subject, criticism of the first-hand sources as to their genu- 
ineness and localization, and of the second-hand sources as to their depen- 
dence and reliability, the establishment of the facts, the grouping of the 
facts, and exposition. Professor Fling uses illustrations, taken for the 
most part from the period of revolutionary France, which bring out 
admirably the points which he is trying to drive home, and make alive 
historical research. A brief critical bibliography suggests other works 
with which the student may delve further into the subject. "With this 
little book Professor Fling has contributed something to "drive the 
'history fakir' from the field of historical writing and the untrained 
history teacher from the schoolroom." 

Despite paper shortage and printers' wages the publishers seem to be 
able to put forth a number of books calculated to help the American to 
understand himself in these days of unsettled opinions and unsettling 
clashes of ideas and ideals. Typical of this breed of writings are Every- 
day Americans, by Henry Seidel Canby (New York : The century com- 
pany, 1920. 189 p.), and The new frontier: a study of the American 
liberal spirit, its frontier origin and its application to modern problems, 
by Guy Emerson (New York : Henry Holt and company, 1920. 314 p.). 
Both men agree that the real spirit of America is liberal. Mr. Emerson 
finds that it is to the same forward-looking, hopeful liberalism which 
subdued the continent that one must look for the solution of present 
economic and social problems. Professor Canby, while admitting that 
Americans are traditionally liberal, opines that the habitat of the con- 
servative-liberal is America: "he [the conservative-liberal, i.e., the aver- 
age American] is a revolutionary turned policeman, a progressive who 
stands pat upon his progress." He glories in the radicalism of George 
"Washington and Abraham Lincoln each for his own times, but stands 
aghast when it is suggested that either of the two would look upon pres- 
ent-day problems and their solution in any but a conservative frame of 
mind. ' ' In practice he is still full of initiative and invention ; in prin- 
ciple he can conceive of only one dispensation, the ideas of political de- 
mocracy which were the radicalism of 1861 and 1840 and 1789 and 1776. " 

Both books are thought-provoking. Professor Canby, moreover, by 
the epigrammatic brilliancy of his style constantly drives home truths 
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which thinking people have more or less formulated for themselves and 
which they delight to find expressed so satisfactorily. The student of 
history finds in each, and in other works of a similar character, some- 
thing which helps him to dig a little deeper into at least a portion of the 
welter which is about and from which he must, at a later day, attempt 
to construct his interpretation of the age. 

Mr. I. R. Hudson, instructor in history and political science in Van- 
derbilt university, has been advanced to the grade of assistant professor, 
and Professor Frank Lawrence Owsley, of Birmingham college, has been 
appointed assistant professor of history in Vanderbilt university. 



